

2008 Summer Training: Crystallization Study of Luke:

Message Nine: The Man-Savior’s Teaching on Prayer for the Church to Be a House of Prayer

The Man-Savior was a man of prayer, who taught His disciples concerning prayer for the church as the Father’s house to be a house of prayer; when the disciples saw the Lord praying, they asked Him to teach them to pray. To pray is to realize that we are nothing an can do nothing; prayer is the real denial and repudiating of our self for the enjoyment of Christ as our jubilee. Moreover, prayer means that we pray ourselves into God; to pray ourselves into God is to love Him by setting our entire being absolutely on Him according to Mary’s pattern of sitting at the Lord’s feet and listening to His word.


If we pray according to the Lord’s instruction in Luke 11:2 – 4, the result will be that we pray ourselves into God. When we pray ourselves into God, we receive His riches (represented by the loaves, the fish, and the egg into our being for our supply. Loaves represent the riches of the land; fish, the riches of the sea, and eggs, the riches of something both in the air and on the earth; the Holy Spirit is the totality of these riches. When we pray ourselves into God to remain in Him, we receive the Holy Spirit as our life supply (signified by the loaves, the fish, and the egg) so that we can feed ourselves and all those under our care.


In Luke 18: 1 – 8, the Man-Savior teaches us in a parable about persistent prayer. In this parable the righteous God is likened to an unrighteous judge, and the believers in Christ are likened to a widow. In a sense, the believers in Christ are a widow in the present age because their Husband, Christ, is absent from them. Although God does not seem to do anything on behalf of His persecuted people, we must learn to be a bothering widow, one who prays to God persistently. By faith the martyrs experienced God’s peaceful silence, exercising faith in God even when He did nothing to deliver them. We believers in Christ have an opponent, Satan the devil, concerning whom we need God’s avenging; we ought to pray persistently for this avenging and should not lose heart. God’s avenging us of our enemy will take place at the Savior’s coming back; the persistent prayer, like the faith of the widow, is the divine requirement for the overcomers to meet Christ in His triumphant return.


The Man-Savior’s story of the prayer of the Pharisee and the tax collector instructs us how to humble ourselves before God in prayer so that we may be justified by God and enter into the kingdom of God. The Pharisee actually “prayed…to himself”, and in his prayer to himself he was accusing others and arrogantly boasting to God; such arrogant boasting is an utterly detestable sin. The tax collector realized how his sinfulness offended God; hence he asked God to be propitiated, to be appeased toward him by a propitiatory sacrifice for sins, that God might be merciful and gracious to him.


By praying ourselves into God and humbling ourselves before God in prayer, we are empowered in Christ to repudiate ourselves, renounce all our material possessions, and follow the Man-Savior. By our human life this is impossible, but in the New Testament age whenever we touch God and have fellowship with God, all our impossibilities become possibilities, and our inabilities become abilities. By praying ourselves into God, we are empowered to overcome the stupefying effect of the self-indulgent living of this age, and we live in the reality of the economy of God to become rich toward God for the kingdom of God. 

Current Move at Church in Cerritos 

Praise the Lord for His current leading at the church in Cerritos, may the Lord continue to lead us forward. Thursday night at brother Jerry’s house, brothers have established three directions for the church in Cerritos:

1. Everyone in a small group: May everyone can be in a small group meeting by the end of the year, to receive care and nourishment in the small group meeting, that every meeting can be full of joy and satisfaction.

2. Weekly visit: May more brothers and sisters can be involved in visiting the saints on Thursday night

3. PSRP: May more saints can attend PSRP on Lord’s day afternoon, so the prophesying meeting can be more enjoyable and more saints can speak for the Lord.

* Saints are encouraged to attend the prayer meeting Tuesday night. May the Lord bless this meeting and please pray for elderly saints who are unable to attend.

Meeting Schedule for the Coming Two Months
1. 10/31 (Fri.) corporate small group meeting at hall 2. Love feast at 6:00 PM, each family is asked to prepare a little bit more food.

2. 11/13 (Thurs.) Chinese speaking brothers fellowship at brother Ben Shen’s place at 7:00 PM

3. 11/29 (Sat.) District A gospel meeting

4. 12/6 (Sat.) District B gospel meeting

5. 12/13 (Sat.) District C gospel meeting

6. 12/14 (Lord’s Day) Chinese speaking corporate gospel meeting

7. 12/7 (Lord’s Day) Chinese speaking and English speaking corporate meeting.

2009 International Chinese Speaking Conference

Time: January 25th (Lord’s Day) – January 27th (Tuesday), 2009

Place: Taipei, Taiwan

Registration: please register through Ben Wu or Henry Hsu (whether or not one needs hospitality)

Registration fee: $150

Please register by November 30th, 2008

Exercise – Living a Life to Proclaim the Jubilee of Grace

From September 11 – October 30, on Thursday of these 8 weeks there will be exercise of living a life that proclaim the Jubilee by praying and visiting. We will meet at hall 2 every Thursday at 7:30 PM, have some prayer and fellowship, and visit saints at 8:00 PM. We hope saints who are willing to live such a life of proclaiming the Jubilee will join this practice Thursday at 7:30 PM. Please pray for this matter, praise the Lord.

2008 Winter Training
Place: Living Stream Ministry Campus, Building 5, 2431 W. La Palma Avenue, Anaheim, California 
Dates: Monday, December 22, 2008, 4:00pm—Saturday, December 27, 2008, 9:30pm 

Registration Deadline: November 1st, 2008

Cost: $150 for live training, $75 for video training. Outline Fee: $5.00

LSM Building 8 Fellowship and Report
Time: November 1 – 2, 2008

Need: 3 brothers to serve from 8 AM – 5 PM, 2 sisters for meal service from 11 AM – 1:30 PM

Fellowship and Report on Finances
The total offering on October 19th is $1,857.00 (general $1,307.00 designated $550.00)
Weekly Reading Schedule of New Testament

Reading Schedule for this Week:
Lord’s Day     
Luke 19:28 – 20:19 Monday 
Luke 20:20 – 21:4       

Tuesday  

Luke 21:5 – 22:6   Wednesday  Luke 22:7 – 46  

  Thursday      
Luke 22:47 – 23:25 Friday   
Luke 23:26 – 24:12      
Saturday  

Luke 24:13 – 53
Morning Revival for this week  
Crystallization Study of Luke Message Nine

Number of People Meeting Last Week
Last Lord’s Day (Oct. 19) 142, small group meeting (10/17 and 18) 115, below are the details:

	
	group meting
	Lord’s Day 
	
	group meeting
	Lord’s Day
	
	group meeting
	Lord’s Day

	A-1
	11
	14
	B-1
	6
	9
	C-1
	9
	15

	A-2
	7
	8
	B-2
	14
	15
	C-2
	4
	9

	A-2.1
	5
	
	B-3
	11
	13
	C-2.1
	4
	5

	A-3
	11
	11
	B-4
	9
	12
	C-3
	8
	14

	A-4
	7
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A-5
	9
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A total
	50
	50
	B total
	40
	49
	C total
	25
	43


Church Meeting Schedule (10/27/- 11/2/2008)

	Meetings
	Date
	Time
	Place

	Prayer Meeting
	Tuesday
	07:30 PM
	Hall 1

	Prayer Meeting (Chinese)
	Tuesday
	07:30 PM
	Hall 2

	Truth Pursuit (Chinese)
	Wednesday
	10:00 AM
	Hall 2

	Ministry Meeting
	Wednesday
	7:30 PM
	LSM campus

	Sisters’ Meeting
	Thursday
	10:00 AM
	Hall 2

	College Meeting
	Friday
	06:30 PM
	Homes

	Small Group (Working Saints)
	Saturday
	06:30 PM
	Homes

	Small Group (Chinese)
	Fri. Sat. 
	07:00 PM
	Homes

	Small Group (Chinese)
	Saturday
	10:00 AM
	Hall 2

	Sisters’ Prayer Meeting
	Saturday
	09:30 AM
	House 6

	Young People’s Meeting
	Saturday
	06:30 PM
	Hall 1

	Lord’s Table
	Lord’s Day 
	10:00 AM
	Hall 1

	Lord’s Table (Chinese)
	Lord’s Day 
	10:00 AM
	Hall 1


	Date
	Meal / Cleaning Service
	Lord’s table Service

	10/26/2008
	District A
	District B

	11/2/2008
	District B
	District C











